
BUILDING 4274

Building 4274 was constructed in 1918 by the Red Cross as the Hostess House. It is
one of the 13 surviving buildings of Camp Lewis. It originally contained a 500 seat
auditorium, kitchen, offices, lounge, h’brary and room fo~ six beds.

The Hostess House is designed in the symmetrical form of a cross and is
characterized by its Greek revival facade and double height multi panel windows. It
is situated north of the center of the post with its primary facade now facing
Interstate 5.

The Hostess House has a concrete pier foundation and is one of the few historic
wood frame bui]din~ remalnlug at Fort Lewis. It has suffered severe neglect
resulting in water damage to interior finishes and window sashes.

It is currently used for a youth center, wi~ most of the original millwork and trim
either removed or covered up.
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BUILDING 4274

CONDITION SURVEY

RED CROSS HOSTESS HOUSE

Wood mends to grade most sides. Crawl space ventilation is inadequate and unscreened.

2. Attic ventilation is not evident.

3. Windows are mostly boarded up. Condition is difficult to determine.

4. Wood stave columns are split~n~ Moisture is damaging bases.

5. Watertable trim decayed or loose most sides.

Siding wcathered several locations.

7. Water drains toward building at northeast corner.

Cornice is damaged at front.

9. Siding at gable end appears loose.

10. Bulletin board violates door trim.

11. Decay is evident near roofing at corner boards.

12. Two ~ entry door windows have been removed or painted over.

13. Entry doors have been removed or boarded over.

14. Eatry light fixtuce is too smaB for bnildin~

15. Gutters are stained indicating overflow.

16. Roof is leaking and destroying interior t~n|~hes.

17. Service porch is rotting.

18. West porch has been partially rzmoved.
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B LDING 4274

MAINTENANCE ANrD REPAIR NOTES

RED CROSS HOSTESS HOUSE

.

4.

3o

.

.

.

.

CRAWL SPACE

a. Remove wood skirting extending into grade.
b, Replace with ventt~ted skirting or lattice.

ATrIC VENTILATION

a. Provide cross ventilation with area 1/150 of roof area.

WINDOWS

Remove boards covering windows.
b. F’fll nail hole~_
c. Repair sashes.
d. Replace g4~ss.
e. Repair trim.
f. Replace or repair sills.
g. Prime and paint.

COLUMNS

a. Determine extent of d~ro~ge and caulk or regtue as necessary.
b. See Article on ’~,Vood Coining’.
¢. Caulk and fill voids and cracks in base.
& Scrape, sand, and repaint.

WATERTABLE TRIM

a. Remove decayed members and replace with trim matc~ing e~
b. Repair trim which is sh’ghtly d~aged.

Resec~e, repainL

WEATHERED SIDING

a. Scrape and sand to remove loose paint.
b. See Article on "P~int".

Repal,t, priming all bare or new wood.

DRAINAGE

a. Remove earth mound at northeast comer.
b. Regrade tO drain:

Reseed lawrL

CORNICE DAMAGE

a. Replace d:~maged members to match existing.
b. Resecure loose members.
c. F’dl na~ holes, sand and paint, priming new or bare wood.

LOOSE SIDING

a. Deter~i-e and correct cau.se of swelling or movement, if any.
b. Renail s;ding to framing members.
c. Set, fiR, sand, and paint all nail holes.
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BUILt3ING 4274
MAINTENANCE & REPAIR
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BULLETIN BOARD
a. Design bulletin board which will fit witM, siding, clearing trim at least 1" each side.

DECAY NT, AR ROOFING
a. Coxzeet cause of moisture d~raage.
b. Replace decayed members to match ~ Fill nail holes.

Remove moss and soft material from slightly d~maged members.
smooth.

d. Sand, prime and repaint.

Dry, fill and sand

12. FAN LIGHT ENTRY DOOR WINDOWS
a. Replace m~r~L,~ windows with windows to match existing. See Door Type 48.
b. Remove l~i-t from glass.

13. ENTRY DOORS
a. Replace flush birch doors with doors to match original.
b. Remove plywood from glazed door. Replace glass with temperedglass.

14. LIGHT FIXTURE
a. Replace with more substantial period fixture.

15.

16.

17.

GUTFERS
a. Remove debri~
b. Adjust slope to dr~n

LEAKING ROOF
a. Replace roof and D~hln~
b. Repair decking and structural damage if any.

Repair interior fi-;¢hes. This would be a good rime to insulate sad rewire.

SERVICE PORCH
a. Replace all rotted members.
b. Paint entire assembly.


